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Honoring an
American
hero

Hurston &
Bethune
at the
Woodson

John T. Ayers
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

Phyllis McEwen as
Zora Neale Hurston

BY IVELLIAM CEBALLO
Neighborhood News Bureau

ST. PETERSBURG —
Two lively women sang a
freedom hymn as they
walked into a small, open
gallery with no seats left
empty.
The Florida Humanities
Council hosted a Chautauqua performance starring
the
historically
important African-American
women Mary McLeod
Bethune and Zora Neale
Hurston at the Dr. Carter G.
Woodson African American
Museum last Thursday
night. The series is called
“Two takes on a Dream.”
Chautauqua scholars Ersula Odom Knox portrayed
Bethune
and
Phyllis
McEwen
portrayed
Hurston.
McEwen’s portrayal of
Hurston kept the room
laughing out loud. Hurston
came to life through her
Southern accent and sass
when sharing about her experiences and in her backand-forth with her friend
Bethune. She has been portraying Hurston since 1991.
During the performance,
the audience felt Hurston’s
pride in her heritage when
she said, “I was a Negro
baby, a Negro girl and a
Negro woman.”
See MUSEUM, page 8

Pulitzer Prize winner Gilbert King spoke at the ASALH Black History Month celebration
Fri., Feb. 12 at the St. Pete Yacht Club.



BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The St. Petersburg chapter of The Association for
the Study of African
American Life and History (ASALH) held their
annual Black History
Month celebration with
Pulitzer Prize winner
Gilbert King as keynote
speaker.
The St. Pete Yacht
Club was packed Fri.,
Feb. 12 all in anticipation
of hearing King’s breathtaking account of Thurgood Marshall’s defense

of four young black men
in Lake County, Fla., who
were falsely accused in
1949 of raping a white
woman.
ASALH is dedicated to
bringing to the entire
world the history of
African Americans and
other members of the
African diaspora. Chapter
President
Jacqueline
Hubbard said that Marshall is one of the most
positive figures of the past
and feels he changed the
arch of history in the
United States.
University of South
Florida Professor Ray Ar-

senault introduced King
saying that “Devil in the
Grove: Thurgood Marshall, the Groveland Boys,
and the Dawn of a New
America” is one of the
best works of creative
nonfiction written in the
United States in the last
quarter century, which is
high praise indeed since
Arsenault’s book “Freedom Riders: 1961 and the
Struggle for Racial Justice” is recognized as the
definitive work on the
Freedom Rider Movement.
Before telling the
story of the events that

happened almost 70 years
ago in the small town of
Groveland
in
Lake
County, not too far from
Orlando, he put into context the iconic photographs of the Jim Crow
South with its separate
water fountains, its separate entrances and the Jim
Crow balconies in the
movie theaters and courtrooms.
“I think these images
whitewash history in a
certain way,” King said,
stating that the photos depict this era as being “inconvenient” to African
See ASALH, pages 10

There’s light at the end of the ‘Sunnel’
BY LAURA
MULROONEY
Neighborhood News Bureau

ST. PETERSBURGYa La’ford and the Florida
Holocaust
Museum
hosted the third installment in a series of storytelling events Feb. 12 at
the “Blue Sunnel.”
The Blue Sunnel
mural was designed and
painted by La’ford, an in-

ternationally
known
artist, with the intent to remind city residents that
one can find hope in the
darkest of places.
La’ford uses this
space to promote unity
within the community by
bringing local leaders together with children. The
Blue Sunnel provided a
living room like ambience
where the children sat
See SUNNEL, page 9

Nikki Gaskin-Capehart speaking to
students in the Sunnel.

ST. PETERSBURG —In
appreciation of Black History
Month, Faith Memorial Missionary Baptist Church honored long-time resident and
Congressional Gold Medal
recipient John T. Ayers.
The 13th annual Black
History Honorary Program
got underway Fri., Feb 12
with members of the congregation, the community and
veterans from almost every
branch of the United States
Armed Forces present for a
night of celebration.
“African Americans have
participated in every war involving the United States including the Revolutionary
War,” said Black History
Ministry member Betty
Johnson.
She spoke of how with
every war African Americans
freely volunteered to fight for
a country that had once enslaved them and segregated
them from the rest of society
under harsh Jim Crow laws
that terrorized blacks in the
South.
Ayers was well acquainted with the Jim Crow
South being born 92 years
ago in Jennings, Fla., and
growing up in St. Pete. He
decided to leave the segregated South and its government-sanctioned
racial
oppression behind and traveled north at the age of 18.
He found work as a cook and
as a construction worker.
Drafted by the military at
age 19, he was sent to a segregated training facility in
North Carolina, which was
given the name Montford
Point. These marines were
met with racial prejudice and
open hostility both in the military and in the surrounding
communities.
See HERO, page 6
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Further clarity on African
American graduation rates
I thank Dr. Evans on
behalf of Dr. Grego for his
rigorous defense of my
earlier op-ed in response
to the superintendent’s excitement at the increasing
graduation rates for black
students
in
Pinellas
County. I also invite Dr.
Evans to publish with
equal vigor to the community, the data sets mentioned below.
Blame it on the state?
The fact that the state allows for the categories
does not have anything to
do with the district’s ability, or lack thereof, to ensure that black students
receive an equal quality
education when compared
to non-blacks in the Pinellas County School system.
How do you explain the
decreasing trend in black
graduates in the W06 category, and the increasing
trend in WFW and WFT
categories in the past five
years at Gibbs High
School?
Intense preparation for
the ACT or SAT is not the
same as providing a quality education. If the alternate assessment category
is, in fact, an equivalent
method of showing mastery, it should be reflected
in the number of students
performing on-grade level
in reading and math data,

between black and nonblack students, in the
diploma categories W06
(Standard Diploma), versus the WFT (Standard
Diploma with Alternate
Assessment) and the
WFW (Standard Diploma
with ESE waiver) for the
years 2010 through 2015.
This mastery you speak of
should also be reflected in
the ACT and SAT scores
by race (black vs. nonblack), and in the academic performance of
these students when they
leave the Pinellas County
school system.
The four statements
from students simply reflect the results of the district’s attempt to portray
both students and teachers as victimized by the
community, in light of negative press, and an uncomfortable discourse on the
question of whether black
students are receiving an
equal quality of education
in Pinellas County. For example, in contrast to the
four students’ statements,
how many graduated in
the past five years using
the alternate assessment
method? What proportion
of these graduates from
Gibbs in the past five years
required remediation at
the freshman level at St.
Petersburg College or

Obstruction, that’s what
Republicans do to Obama and you

University
of
South
Florida, St. Petersburg (by
race)?
Regarding the WFW
(ESE Waivers) category, it
is always interesting that
the district has chosen to
represent the data reflecting decreasing aggregate
number of black vs. nonblack students in this category. This method of data
presentation does not provide a sample size of each
group reflecting the rate of
representation in the EBD
category between black
and non-black students. It
is yet another example of
the lack of transparency in
presenting information to
the public (and the plaintiff’s
representatives).
This method of presenting
data would also show the
differences in the rate of
classification if any, (the
GAP) between black and
non-black students classified as EBD’s.

Spotlighting children waiting
for adoption

Photo Credit: Children’s Board Heart Gallery Tampa Bay,
Photo by Dan Weisberg

One Church One Child
of Florida is a faith-based,
501(c)3 organization, operating statewide in partnership with the Department
of Children and Families
and Local Community
Based Lead Agencies and
their providers in recruitment of adoptive and foster
families and local churches
to partner in supporting
children in foster care and
local families through
Church Watch-Care Ministries.
One Church One Child
of Florida recognizes Black
History Month and acknowledges the children
who need a permanent family. The series continues featuring children all over
Florida who are waiting in
foster care for a forever loving family to call their own.
February’s child is highlighted in this article. Continue to pray for him and
consider making him a part
of your family through
adoption or a part of your
church through Project
Watch-Care, for support

and mentoring.
In the spotlight this
month waiting for adoption
is Steven
Steven is an expressive
little boy with a huge imagination. He has a contagious
laugh that fills the room,
and he loves to be around
other people. One of his favorite things to do is draw,
and he creates very vivid,
detailed worlds with paper
and crayons.
HIs favorite animal is
the lion, and like most eight
year olds, his favorite place
to go is McDonald’s! Steven
isn’t sure yet what he’d like
to be when he grows up,
but with his creativity and
ability to put his vision on
the page, it’ll most likely be
something to do with the
arts.
Steven has overcome a
lot in his young life, and he’s
working hard at improving
himself. He needs the consistency, encouragement
and support of an understanding and patient twoparent home to help him
continue to grow in the
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Dear Editor,
Don’t you just love
those GEICO commercials and how they make
fun of common traits that
manifest themselves at
importune times? Much
like republican politicians
and office seekers instead
of working with the president undermines his
every move.
These people would
rather obstruct and gridlock than go to work and
do the bidding of the people who are depending on
them to govern. Maybe
they are operating at the
behest of some of those
who voted for them, or
perhaps there’s an unwritten rule that says “don’t
work with President
Obama even if the country struggles while we
player hate.”
That is what these republican do.
Saturday, Supreme
Court Judge Anthony
Scalia died. President
Obama gave a solemn
and appropriate acknowledgment to the judge’s
passing and legacy. He
has on many occasions
assumed the role of “Consoler-In-Chief” when it
comes to deaths of noted
public figures and national tragedies. Probably
no speaker since Bill Clinton and Ronald Reagan
has been as poignant and
so effective in leading national mourning.
President Obama did
not ignore his responsibility as president to laud
this man who was often a
powerful and vocal opponent. However, we cannot
say
his
republican
“wannabe successors” are
traveling down the same
high road.
The six remaining re-

publican presidential candidates stated, along with
the senate majority
leader, that they did not
want President Obama to
do his lawfully mandated
obligation to appoint a
new Supreme Court Justice to replace Scalia.
This mandate comes
from the Constitution of
the United States! Texas
Senator Cruz, a lawyer
who had tried cases in
front of the Supreme
Court, joined in on this
chorus of obstruction.
Mr. Cruz wants to be
president, along with Mr.
Rubio who claims there is
a historical precedence
for a lame duck chief executive not to send a nominee.
Does anyone think for
one minute had this been
Reagan or Bush that
these “distinguished gentleman” would ask the
president to abstain from
doing his duty?
Obstruction
and
hypocrisy—that is what
these republicans do!
Never mind there are
several important cases
that are pending this year
before the Supreme
Court. With Scalia gone it
is a four-four split between liberals and conservatives; laws can be
sent back down to lower
courts if the votes in the
Supreme Court are split.
They are afraid President Obama will tilt the
court towards the progressives; yet, we have
had to endure the right
leaning for years as it
helped chip away at the
Voting Rights Act passed
in 1964.
These republicans are
still trying to rob President Obama of the healthcare act as they tie the

court up again with another challenge to Obamacare. Ask the black
citizens of Flint, Mich.,
about the response of the
republican governor to
the mercury in their
drinking water, drinking
water that is poisoning
young black children
while he cut costs. Not
that democrats are angels
either, but remember the
last time a republican was
in the White House?
Bill Clinton left a surplus with no wars. Barack
Obama gets no credit for
an improved economy
after the worst recession
in history that he inherited from them. When
was the last time Ben Carson talked about the price
of gas or how much he
will spend financing another useless war?
Four people in Libya
killed and millions of dollars in a witch-hunt; 10
children possibly dead in
Flint from bad water, and
where is the republican
outrage?
Still Rubio will call
President Obama a disgrace; bless his delinquent from work heart.
Blaming
President
Obama for their lack of
leadership and cooperation even at the expense
of the American people is
what these republican
candidates do best.
Rivers Cleveland



  


Little kid, big
personality!
right direction.
If you are interested in
knowing more about
Steven and other children
in foster care available for
adoption, or if you would
like to become a foster parent, mentor, partner or volunteer, please contact
LaKay Fayson, Recruitment
Coordinator
for
One
Church One Child of
Florida, at (813) 740-0210 or
lakay_fayson@ococfl.org.
The website for One
Church One Child of
Florida is www.ococfl.org.
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Kriseman selects two local
companies to develop 22nd Street
South Commerce Park site
ST. PETERSBURG —
Mayor Rick Kriseman has
selected two local companies, EMP Industries and
Euro Cycles, to expand
business operations in St.
Petersburg’s Commerce
Park, creating 65 new jobs
for the area. These jobs,
serving the newly established South St. Petersburg
Community
Reinvestment Area, will
satisfy federal job creation
criteria for Commerce
Park.
Business Term Sheets,
outlining the major elements of each project,
have been completed.
Development of the
Commerce Park site is
one critical component of
the mayor’s larger strategy
and commitment to catalyze economic growth on
the 22nd Street South corridor, in keeping with the
South St. Petersburg Community Redevelopment
Plan.
Major elements include the following:
• EMP Industries,
Inc. will lead a mixed-use
development project that
will create 50 new jobs
within the first two years of
the project. They will co-locate with two companies
from outside the area, ACCMAR Equipment Company from Miami, and
ATTAJ Energy from
Spain. In addition, the de-

velopment will include
workforce housing and retail facing 22nd Street
South. In total, EMP and
its partners will develop
10.6 acres of the 14-acre
site. This cluster of marine-related companies fits
into the “Grow Smarter
Strategy” recently unveiled by the City and the
St. Petersburg Area
Chamber of Commerce.
“We are very excited
to develop the St. Petersburg Commerce Park,
with new and modern
manufacturing space for
our industrial occupants to
grow their businesses in
St. Petersburg and generate jobs within the community. The blend of specialty
and marine manufacturing, with retail and residential elements will be a
great fit in the area, complementing the Deuces
Live Main Street and the
ArtsXchange. We believe
strongly in the potential
for specialty manufacturing in St. Petersburg, with
the geographic advantages and the resources
the city and community
offer for business growth,”
said Tom Callahan, president, EMP Industries, Inc.
• Euro Cycles is a motorcycle sales, repair and
training business. The
Commerce Park will be
the location for their second store, the other being

Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Mayor Rick Kriseman

located in Hillsborough
County. They will create
15 new jobs within the first
two years of the project.
“I am honored to be
given the chance to help
make St. Petersburg’s already amazing arts and
culture scene even better
by bringing high end European Motorcycles and
Scooters to the local area,”
said Aaron Sprague of
Euro Cycles.
The next step in this
process is to finalize the
Development Agreement
with both companies prior
to City Council for approval.
“The Commerce Park
has been a focus of my administration. I am pleased
we have attracted these
outstanding businesses to
the area. I am particularly
looking forward to the
final lease negotiations
with these two companies,” said Mayor Kriseman.

Senator Lee says Lottery
targets the poor
Senator Lee says Lottery targets the poor
Black owned media
get, ‘crumbs from tables of
plenty’
Congratulations to Senator Tom Lee (R-Brandon)
for exposing the Florida
Lottery’s dirty little secret
—“targeting” low income
Floridians.
Lee’s bill, SB 790
passed the Senate Regulated Industries Committee last week. It would limit
the number of lottery
scratch-off games to 20 or
less and the price of a
ticket not to exceed $10.
Currently, the Lottery offers up to 75 different
scratch-off games with no
limit at prices ranging from
$1 to $25.
In his comments before the Committee, Lee
pointed out that scratch-off
games have generated $26
billion in the past nine
years and that the top
grossing zip codes “include some of the poorest
in our state.”
He went on to state
that this was no coincidence and that lottery
spending “increases in low
income areas,” concluding
that “it appears that low income citizens…are being
targeted with advertising….” He added that this
does not “mirror the lottery’s mission of maximizing revenues in a manner
consistent with the dignity
of the state and welfare of
citizens.”
Becoming
even
blunter, Lee told the Committee:
We have become “addicted to lottery revenue.”
It has “gotten too big.”
Is “too much of a revenue source.”
The “tail is wagging the
dog and must be reined
in.”
Lee went on to say that
the money being raised, at
the magnitude it is being
raised, is coming out of the
pockets of those who “can
least afford to pay it.” Committee Chairman Rob

Bradley, R-Fleming Island,
agreed and thanked Lee
for the bill saying: “We
have become addicted to
this revenue stream and it
is a shame…it takes
money from many of our
citizens that can least afford it. We need to do
something about it.”
Lee’s remarks mirror
comments of Representative Frank Artiles, RMiami,
who
has
introduced similar legislation in the House (HB
607). He told a House Subcommittee last month that
we have seen “the largest
expansion of gambling”
through the lottery with
scratch-off games constituting 66 percent of revenues and spending being
the most in poorer areas.
Like Lee, he has stated
that we are “hurting those
who need the most help”
and that the purpose of his
bill was to “rein in the
Florida lottery.”
According to the Committee’s staff analysis of
the bill, in 2014-2015 alone,
scratch-off games brought
in an all-time sales record
of $5.8 billion exceeding
those in the prior year by
$215 million.
Lee’s concern that the
lottery is the “tail wagging
the dog”, and Bradley’s belief that we have become
“addicted to this revenue
stream,” is equally applicable to the renegotiated
Seminole Gaming Compact where the state stands
to collect three billion dollars over seven years. It
will lead to the largest expansion of gambling in
Florida history including:
craps and roulette at all
seven Seminole facilities,
black jack and baccarat at
new Seminole locations, a
new casino in Palm Beach
and Dade counties, black
jack at eight slot machine
facilities in Miami Dade
and Broward counties, and
a new gambling racing machine games at every parmutuel in the state.
Talk about “gambling

REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.

Clarence V. McKee
creep,” it looks like Florida
has become “addicted” to
gambling revenue.
So who is getting rich?
Certainly not those in the
poorest zip codes!
The gambling business
in Florida is pretty much a
closed shop: the Seminole
Tribe; the state; and, members of the exclusive
mostly “good old boy” club
of pari-mutuel owners.
Most everyone else is
in the “donor class” feeding the insatiable gambling
beast. Lower income communities are particularly
vulnerable and asked to
support gambling creep
with overblown promises
of job creation and community benefit— slots will
bring hundreds of jobs and
“build wealth.”
The Florida gambling
industry—especially the
Florida
Lottery—welcomes and profits from
Black patrons and low income customers. Unfortunately, the returns on their
investment to the institutions to which they look for
news and information
about their community—
local Black media—have
been called “crumbs from
tables of plenty!”
By showing such disrespect for one of the basic
institutions of the Black
community, these gaming
kingpins show just how little they understand and respect the very Black
communities from which
they seek to suck hard
earned dollars with false
promises of prosperity!
Clarence V. McKee, Esq.
is a Consultant to No Casinos Inc.

Praise the Lord Saints.
I want to invite you out to one of my afternoon services starting Sundays at 3:00
pm.
Coming Soon!
True Holiness Christian University offering Bachelor’s, Master’s, and DD’s in
Systematic Theology!
It’s a shame I have to say this before
getting started but I will, if you don’t believe that Jesus Christ is the son of the Living God and that He is God Himself who
manifested Himself in flesh and blood and
sacrificed His life for the sins of mankind
so that we could have a chance at eternal
life then nothing I write in these articles
will ever make sense to you and you
might as well stop reading now.
However, if you believe Jesus is God
Himself and He came and died on Calvary
and rose the third day morning defeating
death, hell, and the grave and is alive and
well just as He was in the beginning, then
keep on reading. (Read Gen 1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the
earth; John 1: 1 In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we
beheld His glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father, full of grace and
truth.; 3:16 For God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 1 John 5: 7
For there are three that bear witness in
heaven: the Father, the Word, and the
Holy Spirit; and these three are one. John
10: 30 I and My Father are one. )
While there is more, if you ain’t believing by now, it would be a waste of time to
continue on.
I say all this because there are some
so-called Christians that believe they can
just play saved and claim they love the
Lord but, their lives, their walk, their talk,
their dress, their actions say that they ain’t
no more studying God than the man on
the moon.
Anyone being led by the Spirit of God
doesn’t lead folks down a road of deception, falsehoods, is divisive, sows discord
among like-minded people and speaks evil
of others’ good.
All of these are tools used by the master deceiver himself satan.
Glory and thanks be to my Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ and His Holy Spirit
that leads and guides into all truth.
Those of us that have the “true Holy
Spirit” by evidence of speaking in tongues
as the Spirit of God gives us utterance,
have been given several spiritual gifts that
aid us in the spiritual battles we face on a
daily basis that are initiated by those that
have allowed satan to lead and guide
them. The Holy Spirit acts like a demonic
warning signal that preempts the potential
damaging attacks satan unleashes upon
us and because of that warning, we are
able to cut satan off in his tracks making
him rethink or alter his plan.
The sad reality of the matter is this,
most of satan’s puppets don’t realize they
are being used by him. There is a quick
surefire way to tell if you are being used
of satan or if in fact you are doing God’s
work. This sounds like a crazy statement
because one would ask how can you not
tell if something is of God or satan when

the two are polar opposites when it comes
to their mission. God’s or Jesus’ mission
is to seek and to save the lost; Luke 19: 10
For the Son of man is come to seek and to
save that which was lost. Matt 18: 11 For
the Son of man is come to save that which
was lost.
Satan on the other hand has come to
deceive the whole world and to bring as
many with him to the bottomless pit on
the Day of Judgment. Rev 12:9 And the
great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which
deceiveth the whole world: he was cast
out into the earth, and his angels were
cast out with him. Rev 20: 1 And I saw an
angel come down from heaven, having
the key of the bottomless pit and a great
chain in his hand. 2 And he laid hold on
the dragon, that old serpent, which is the
Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, 3 And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal
upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more.
Just because you drop an Amen, a few
Jesus’, a hallelujah or thank you Jesus only
when folks are around to make sure they
hear you does NOT mean you are doing
God’s work and that He is in what you do.
I shake my head and pray His wrath is
not as severe as what you are doing. That
song verse I’m glad I don’t look like what
I’ve been through is so applicable here because if the punishment fit the crime in
which satan’s little helper committed,
some folks would not be here with us still.
Thank God for being in this dispensation
of Grace to which we all, both saint and
sinner, can dip into from time to time and
thank God for His loving mercy and
grace.
We must be mindful of this, or at least
those of us that are sincere in our walk
with Jesus, Rom 6: 1 What shall we say
then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace
may abound? 2 God forbid. How shall we,
that are dead to sin, live any longer
therein?
We are walking, living, breathing right
next to the very wolves in sheep’s clothing
that Jesus warned us of and it’s gonna take
a spiritually discerned child of God to be
able to detect them and ultimately defeat
them.
Saints, dear hearts, be careful, watch
and pray and always walk circumspectly
because they smile in your face and all the
time they want to take you place, the backstabbers!
If you ain’t got the Holy Spirit, get it.
We tarry weekly and have prayer for
those that desire to receive this free gift of
Power from God.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L. Harrison, PhD –
pastorrobharrison@gmail.com, @drrobharrison, Robert Bob Harrison (Facebook)
Pastor - The Apostolic Open Door
Church of God & True Holiness - 2800
41st Ave. N, St. Pete
First Vice President - NAACP St. Petersburg Branch
Chaplain - Southern Christian Leadership Conference of Pinellas
Parent Support for Education Council
Member | Chaplain - Dept. Juvenile Justice for Circuit 6

GENERAL NOTICE
The City of St. Petersburg (“City”) has available
affordable housing programs for owner-occupied
single family households. The City offers zero
percent (0%) interest loans to homeowners for:
1) home repairs and 2) to first time homebuyer’s
for down payment and closing cost assistance.
Homeowners must be income eligible to qualify.
For complete program requirements go to the
City’s Housing and Community Development
(“HCD”) Department website at
http://www.stpete.org/housing/index.php.
To take advantage of these opportunities,
contact HCD at (727) 893-7247 or via email at
Housing@stpete.org.
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PBS special to honor St. Pete’s
black pioneers
ST. PETERSBURG –
The Boston brothers,
David and Archie, recently met with State Representative Daryl Rouson
in Tallahassee to discuss
their upcoming PBS special entitled “Black Pioneers of the Sunshine
City.” Rouson eagerly supports this PBS special and
will be assisting the producers to help identify financial support for the
upcoming documentary.
“Black Pioneers” will
chronicle the history of
African American struggles and successes in St.
Petersburg. This historical documentary will tell
the stories of black men
and women, past and
present, whose sacrifices
contributed
to
our
beloved community we all
know today. The targeted
airdate will be during
Black History Month
2017
on
WUSF-TV
Tampa/St. Pete.
David, Gibbs High
School graduate, will produce the documentary.
He previously worked as
a producer and director
with NBC, CBS, ABC and
PBS television networks.
His brother Archie, also a
Gibbs graduate, is the associative producer. Archie
has extensive experience
in advertising, design and

L-R, Archie Boston, Daryl Rouson and
David Boston in Tallahassee.
design education in the
greater Los Angeles area.
William
Newmon,
their childhood friend
who also attended Gibbs,
will lend his expertise in
the set-designing department. He has worked on
many popular television
shows at Universal Studios and Sony Pictures.
Recently he was presented with a Lifetime
Achievement Award by
the Art Directors Guild in
Beverly Hills, Calif.
Unlike many other
documentaries aired on
local and national television, “Black Pioneers”

will be a fast-paced and
concise one-hour program utilizing historical
photos, films, video
footage along with music
from different eras including the 1950s, 60s, 70s,
80s and the 90s.
Look for “Black Pioneers of the Sunshine
City” on WSUF television
during Black History
month in 2017. This is one
documentary you will not
want to miss!
If you have any historical photos you’d like to
contribute, please contact
The Weekly Challenger at
(727) 896-2922.

FABOM connect with
Legislative Leaders & visit
FAMU cancer research lab
TALLAHASSEE —
Members of the Florida
Association of Black
Owned Media (FABOM)
dialogued with members
of Florida’s power elite
during its two-day visit to
the state Capitol.
Florida
House
Speaker Steve Crisafulli
and Senate President
Andy Gardiner met with
members and discussed a
new
communications
path to the African-American community. The leaders will be providing
legislative overviews to
the papers at the session’s
conclusion, which is a
first and a welcomed addition.
FABOM
members
traveled a few miles from
the capitol to Florida
A&M University for an
update on the critical science discoveries at the nation’s number one HBCU
research institution. Vice
President for Research
Timothy Moore, Ph.D.,
reviewed the doubling of
research dollars and the

upgrade of the research
status to a Carnegie Level
II.
The tour of laboratories brought a discussion
of the progress of breast
cancer research, which is
a major killer of AfricanAmerican women. Ravi
Doddapaneni, a post-doctoral research associate,
gave members a firsthand
look at cancer cells and
discussed their deadly destruction of human tissue.
The Black Lives Matter Alpha Kappa Alpha
Town Hall meeting was
moderated by FABOM
Secretary Gayle An-

drews. A vigorous panel
discussion was led by civil
rights attorney and super
advocate Daryl Parks,
FABOM President Bobby
Henry, Leon County
Commission Chairman
Bill Proctor, Leon County
Schools Superintendent
Jackie Pons, Sharon
Ofuami Leon Crime Stoppers Executive Director
and several others.
FABOM will return to
Tallahassee prior to the
end of February for a final
discussion of issues before the end of the legislative session.
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Pinellas Ex-Offender Re-Entry
Coalition gets a facelift
BY STEVE TRAIMAN
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG – The
Pinellas Ex-Offender ReEntry Coalition (PERC)
South County location at
1601 16th St. S was the beneficiary of an exterior facelift
and interior upgrades last
month.
The project was a partnership with PERC, Duke
Energy’s employee resource
group, their Advocates for
African Americans and the
City of St. Petersburg Urban
Affairs Department.
According to April
Harley, Duke Energy’s Supplier Diversity specialist, the
project was originally scheduled for Jan. 15 as part of the
MLK Day of Service, but
was rained out. However,
participants were not deterred and successfully
painted the building’s exterior and supported some internal upgrades two weeks
later.
Harley said the event
would not have been successful without the support
from approximately 15 Pinellas County Job Corps students in the skilled trades
program.
“We previously engaged
with the Job Corps students
for several activities, including our Youth Energy Academy (TWC, July 9, 2015
issue) and Lineworker Boot
Camp (TWC, March 26,
2015 issue), and are always
impressed by their collaborative spirit and work ethic,“
she said.
Harley was joined by
Duke’s Linton Williams to
kick off the day with a safety
discussion, just as every
meeting and project starts at
the company. Duke provided
personal protective equipment such as eyewear and
gloves. The volunteers were
debriefed on hazard recognition, avoiding distractions
and actively caring for other
volunteers’ safety. Also discussed were any potential
hazards associated with ladder use, painting and uneven
surfaces.
PERC Executive Chairman, Michael Jalazo, was
beaming with excitement to
have completed one more
step toward providing an
inviting and refurbished location to assist ex-offenders
transition into productive
members of society.
“We were thrilled when
Duke Energy’s employee resource group reached out

seeking an opportunity to
provide a $2,000 grant—and
sweat equity—toward a project. The City’s Urban Affairs
Department, led by Nikki
Gaskin-Capehart, helped
make the connection, and by
having Mayor Rick Kriseman here to help accept the
check demonstrated much
appreciated support,” Jalazo
said, explaining that the
grant Duke provided was
used to purchase much
needed materials.
PERC was Incorporated
in 1999 with the mission to
help offenders become and
remain an ex-offenders, reunite them with family
through advocacy, education, programming and comprehensive service delivery
and referral.
Through a memorandum of understanding with
WorkNet Pinellas and additional funding from the
county and subsequent

grants, they have two other
offices in Pinellas County in
addition to the St. Petersburg
location, which are in Clearwater, 6160 Ulmerton Rd.,
Unit 10 and Tarpon Springs,
1200 South Pinellas Ave.,
Suite 8.
“PERC relies on donations. When you help an exoffender, you are helping
their family and the community. Please donate what you
can to help us break the
cycle of poverty, homelessness and prison,” finished
Jalazo.
PERC is a 501(c)(3) taxexempt organization. For donation details, please email
support@exoffender.org.
For more information,
contact April Harley at
April.Harley@dukeenergy.com or call (727) 8205563; or Michael Jalazo at
mjalazo@exoffender.org or
call 1-855-505-7372 ext. 208.

Your Local Wholesale Produce Company
Delivering wholesale produce exclusively to restaurants, schools,
bars, churches and special functions in your area.
Try us out for two weeks and receive a FREE case of tomatoes!

Call Matt Freeman at (727) 422-0421
or Jason Cheatham at (813) 504-7717
www.ProducePatchTampa.com
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Black History Honorary program recognizes John T. Ayers
From HERO, page 1

Ayers was trained at
Montford Point and was one
of the first 1,000 black
marines sent to fight in the
South Pacific.
Speaking at an event last
year honoring veterans of
color, he said he enjoyed his
stint in the Marine Corps as
an ammunitions specialist.
“My job was to learn the
types of ammunition and
pass it out to the whites,” he
said. “They were the ones
doing the fighting and we
were the ones dodging the
bullets.”
Ayers was honorably discharged in 1946 after four
years of service.
Living in Gary, Ind., he
became a husband and father and worked in a steel
mill. He operated a colossal
size crane, which ran on a
track about a block or two
long and on a foundation approximately half a block
deep, lifting tons of steel
from a furnace and placing
them on an assembly line.
Misplacing the steel by

as little as an inch would
have had deadly consequences. Ayers was the first
and only black man known
to run such a crane, and he
did so without a single accident for 35 years.
In 1998, Ayers returned
to St. Petersburg and joined
Faith Memorial Missionary
Baptist Church where he
has remained an active
member.
It was not until 2012
when more than 400 Montford Point Marines were
honored for their service in
the military during World
War II. They were presented
with the nation’s highest
civilian honor, the Congressional Gold Medal, but
Ayers and two other St. Petersburg residents were
overlooked.
The City of St. Petersburg wrote to the United
States Congress and advised
them that Ayers and two fellow Montford Point Marines
did not receive their honors.
Congress forwarded the

medals to the city and on
Nov. 8, 2013, representatives
from MacDill Air Force
Base attended the ceremony
at Wildwood Park where
Ayers, William Scott and
Samuel Blossom were recognized for their service and
presented with their medals.
President
Barack
Obama even dropped him a
quick line to thank him for
sacrifices.
Senior Pastor Reverend
Clark Hazely, Sr. from Mt.
Pilgrim Missionary Baptist
Church was on hand to provide spiritual thought for the
evening. Fresh off a plane
from Washington, D.C.,
where he was on Capitol Hill
fighting for the rights of veterans and everyday citizens,
he told the church that there
is a group of people trying to
take away their heritage.
“There are some people
that say, ‘Why are we taking
the time out and giving a
whole month to celebrate
black history? Let’s just remove that off of the calendar.

Don’t they know who they
are by now?’” he said.
Hazely said the story of
African Americans is unique
and no one can relate to it
even if their “daddy was an
immigrant.”
“Our heritage month is
not going to be sung by anybody else. Our heritage is
not going to be lifted up by
anybody else if we don’t lift it
up. If we are not singing the
songs of joy of what God has
done for us…nobody else
will,” he said.
He encourages all black
people to get involved with
matters that concern them.
“I heard one senator say,
‘If you’re not at the table,
then you are the meal.’ If
you’re not at the discussion
making some decisions
about what other people
think you ought to do then
you will be “cut up, sliced up,
take away with just the
bones left,” he exclaimed.
While at the nation’s capital, accompanied by his
daughter, Hazely was lobby-

ing for veteran’s rights.
Since President Obama told
governmental agencies to
hire more veterans, agencies such as the Social Security Administration, the
Department of Veterans Affairs, the Department of Defense and many others have
increased the hiring of veterans.
“But what they are not
telling the president, and
what they are not telling
Congress and what they are
not telling you is that no
sooner than they hire them,
they fire them,” he said.
Being a veteran himself,
that struck a chord. He
thanks God for the protection he has been given, but
he said there are voices so
silent out there that people
cannot hear when they cry.
“I think that we have a
duty to continue to raise our
voices…I’m tired of people
whispering to other people
about how bad it is and
when it’s time to talk to the
people that can make a dif-

ference, then we’re quiet,”
Hazely stated. “God has
brought us too far for us to
be silent now.”
Hazely urged everyone
to get to know the veterans
living in their communities.
“I don’t mind going to Bay
Pines, or the National Cemetery or celebrating veterans
wherever they are, but why
isn’t there something going
on in our immediate community,” he asked?
Last Veterans Day,
Hazely and his congregation
held a family fun day to celebrate and honor local veterans and their families.
The more than 30 veterans that were present received
a
token
of
appreciation from the Black
History Ministry, and all
were invited to partake in a
delicious home cooked
meal.
Go to TheWeeklyChallenger.com to hear Ayers
speak about his inspiring
life.
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Scott and Ayers receiving the Congressional Gold Medal
Nov. 8, 2013.
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Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW
• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before
you decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.




Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

 

 


 




ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
CALL FOR

OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
History comes to life
From MUSEUM, page 1

Hurston was born in Alabama, but moved to
Florida with her family as a
toddler. She was a daughter
of former slaves and dedicated her life to studying,
collecting African American
folklore and writing, according to her biography. She
was influential to the
Harlem Renaissance, a time
when African Americans
shed light on their culture
through the arts.
“Zora inspires the creative spark for me,”
McEwen said. “The way she
shared her work inspires
me to share my work.”
McEwen said that the
genius in these two women
is “frightening.” The two
scholars contemplated on
the fact that these two
women were very busy and
the span of their influence
was immeasurable to society.
“People are afraid of
Zora’s intellect,” McEwen
said when referring to the
author’s books.
McEwen’s favorite book

written by Hurston is “Dust
Tracks on a Road” because
Hurston tells the story of
her own life. Her struggles
in life and the way she handled them were inspirational,
according
to
McEwen.
Bethune was an unbelievable woman, according
to Odom who has been portraying her for public programs for the humanities
council since 2006.
“She did so many incredible things that people
may not be aware of,” Odom
said. “If [people] knew they
would have personal pride
because they can relate to
her as an African-American
woman.”
Originally from South
Carolina, Bethune was born
of former slaves and the
only member in her family
of 17 siblings that attended
school, according to her biography. Odom shared her
story with the audience and
in her performance expressed Bethune’s love of
learning and sharing her

knowledge. While reminiscing on her childhood during
the performance, Bethune
remembered how much
she enjoyed teaching her
family the things she
learned at school since they
didn’t have the opportunity
to receive a formal education. She was an educator
since she was 10.
The name BethuneCookman University may
come to mind when thinking of this determined
woman. After teaching in
Georgia and South Carolina,
Bethune’s dream was to
open her own school, so she
did with $1.50 and five students, according to the university’s history.
“She was able to do so
much in one lifetime,”
Odom said. “She was able to
pull people together of diverse backgrounds in order
to achieve a common goal.”
One of the accomplishments that impress Odom
the most was Bethune’s access to the White House.
She advised five presidents

and founded the National
Council of Negro Women, a
civil rights organization to
help the progress of AfricanAmerican women in society.
Odom’s study and research of Bethune has inspired her to be more like
the civil rights activist and
educator. “After what would
Jesus do is what would
Mary McLeod Bethune do,”
she said.
Odom has written a new
book, which will be released
within the next two weeks.
She tells the story of Dorris
Rossreddick who was the
first
African-American
woman to sit on the Hillsborough County school
board and to chair it, according to the author.
McEwen like Odom is
also a writer and an artist
too. Her work will be displayed during an art show at
Studio@620 in next month.
John Hayner, an 80-yearold philatelist from Clearwater
attended
the
reenactment that evening.
Hayner was there because

he went to Eatonville, Fla.,
the day that Zora Neale
Hurston’s stamp was issued
on January 24, 2003, and he
let her know at the end of
the performance when
guests were welcome to interact with the presenters.
Hayner lived in British
Guinea as a child and appreciates African-American history
because
he
experienced being the “only
white boy in school.”
Thir ty-five-year-old
Miriam Romo from Meadowlan attended the performance to listen to poetry and
to bring her son.
“My son is mixed. The
more I know, the more I can
transfer on to him,” Romo
said referring to AfricanAmerican history. “It’s important to know where
you’re coming from,” she
said.
Another mother, Ginande Jester from Clearwater, was also there for her
15-year-old daughter and is
committed to taking her to
events such as this once a

month.
“My objective is to support local events so my
daughter gets a sense of history,” Jester said.
Jester’s daughter, Zxamara, said it was cool that the
women being portrayed had
Florida roots.
Today their legacy lives
on.
“Someone said we’re
dead,” Bethune jokingly
said to Hurston when the
audience had time to converse with them after they
finished the performance.
If you missed this dynamic duo, don’t fret. They
will be performing together
Wed., Feb. 24 at 1:30 p.m. at
St. Petersburg College Midtown Center, 1048 22nd St.
S. Registration is required,
so please call (727) 864-7600
or logon to eckerd.edu/olli.
Ivelliam Ceballo is a reporter in the Neighborhood
News Bureau at the University of South Florida St. Petersburg.
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Story telling in the Sunnel
From SUNNEL, page 1

with community leaders.
Friday’s event gave students from Mt. Zion Christian
Academy
the
opportunity to talk to Councilwoman Darden Rice, St.
Petersburg Chief of Police
Anthony Holloway, St. Petersburg Director of Urban
Affairs Nikki Gaskin-Capehart, Artist Bob Barancik
and Journalist, Software Engineer and Athletic Hall of
Famer Sandra Gadsden.
The children came ready
with well-prepared questions
for each guest speaker.
Prior to the events, they
were assigned a research
class project, where La’ford
guided them through research methods for each
panelist and taught them
how to ask questions that
they can learn from.
The intent of the class
project was to prepare students for public speaking,
critical thinking and how to
improve their listening skills.
Questions ranged from
budgetary inquiries to how
basketball is a metaphor for
life.
Police Chief Holloway
emphasized the importance
of continuing education
when asked how to become
a police officer.
Councilmember Rice advised the students to get involved at school, student
government and the community when asked how
one becomes an elected official. “We can get so much
more done by getting involved with other people”
said Rice.
Director of Urban Affairs Nikki Gaskin-Capehart
informed the students of her
work with the police department and their efforts to reduce gun violence when
asked what major projects
her department is currently
working on.

In 2014, South Carolina
State inducted Gadsden into
their Athletic Hall of Fame
for her achievements in basketball, which she openly admitted was not her initial
passion.
When asked what inspired her to play basketball,
she bluntly responded, “It
wasn’t inspiration, it was a
growth spurt.”
Gadsden later explained
that although she wasn’t inspired to play basketball, basketball inspired her outlook
on life. Her experience at
South Carolina State University showed her how people
who are considered different
and marginalized deal with
and navigate through life.
“When you see it for the
first time it’s hard to pinpoint
what it is,” Gadsden said of
her alma mater. “People
there go beyond just being
your professor, they advise
you on life, they prepare you
for the real world outside of
campus…you learn about
adversity.”
Bob Barancik, an artist
originally from Maine now
residing in St. Petersburg,
was asked what his art
means.
To him, art is a source of

happiness; his art came from
his challenges as a youth. St.
Petersburg has been a positive emotional inspiration for
him from the somberness of
northern winters.
Bob explained a few
pieces as being his interpretation on global warming;
“ahhhs” ensued from the
crowd as they took in the
overwhelming images that
visually expressed a nearly
invisible occurrence.
One student even predicted the upcoming presidential election by asking
Rice, “Do you want to be
president after Hillary Clinton?”
As the event concluded,
each guest speaker shared
words of inspiration with the
students:
“It doesn’t matter where
you start, you all have an opportunity to make an impact
in the lives of other people,”
stated Gadsden.
Barancik suggested that
each student carry a notebook in their pocket, “when
you get an idea write it down,
when you see something interesting try and sketch it, in
no time you’ll be an artist.”
“Diligence, keep at it,
don’t quit, learn from fail-

ure,” advised Rice.
Gaskin-Capehart, encouraged each child to know
their purpose, to “build your
personal brand, be comfortable with who you are.”
Holloway
concluded
with his one word: “choices.”
He continued by impressing
the importance of lifestyle
choices and how each student must learn from their
mistakes and move one. Life
is about growth.
“These events really
have grown into a magical
real life field trip, kids get an
experience outside of their
regular routine, it challenges
all of their senses, listening,
thinking, speaking,” reflected La’ford.
La’ford’s next event will
be with the SunLit Festival,
where children are invited to
participate in a community
literacy mural titled “Lift
Every WORD and READ” at
the James Weldon Johnson
Community Center March
5.
Laura Mulrooney is a reporter in the Neighborhood
News Bureau at the University of South Florida St. Petersburg.
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Celebrating Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall
From ASALH, page 1

Americans. He said the two
words that best describe the
Jim Crow South are “brutality and terrorism.”
This is something Marshall lived during his time as
a lawyer defending African
Americans in the South. For
instance, in 1946 he was
working on a case in Columbia, Tenn., where 24 black
men were on trial for attempted murder of policemen.
These policemen also
doubled as Klansmen and
were firing indiscriminately
into houses and businesses
in the black section of town.
A group of African American,
who had just come back
from serving their country in
World War II, fired back.
Marshall got involved in this
case and against the odds all
of the men were acquitted in
a Southern court.
On his way out of town
after the verdict, he was
pulled over by the police,
yanked out of his car, thrown
into a police car and was
driven down to the river.
King said the future
Supreme Court Justice
thought he was going to be
lynched, but the reporters
and lawyers who were in the
car he was originally traveling in circled around and followed them. The police
thought there were far too
many witnesses, so they
tried to arrest him for drunk
driving instead.

“We think about the
Black Lives Matter movement now but you can look
back to Marshall,” said King.
“He was really on the forefront of this, and by himself
he would go down to explosive and dangerous places.”
“Devil in the Grove”
gives the account of a young
white couple, Willie and
Norma Padgett, who told the
police they were on their way
home from a dance when
their car stalled on a lonely
road. The two said that Sam
Shepherd, Walter Irvin,
Ernest Thomas and Charles
Greenlee pretended to help
them with the car, attacked
and left him on the side of
the road while driving off
with 17-year-old Norma. She
then told the police she was
raped by each of the four
young men who came to be
known as the “Groveland
Boys.”
By the next morning,
King said, the Ku Klux Klan
had rolled in by the hundreds and began burning
down the black section of
Groveland. The violence got
so bad that Life magazine decided to send a photographer down. Although the
story was never published,
there are some 90 photos of
the event.
The violence got so bad
that the National Guard was
sent down to keep the peace
for a week. King said the
African Americans in Lake

County had an unlikely ally
in the citrus barons of the
area. They didn’t want to face
financial ruin, so to keep the
cheap labor from fleeing
they sent in protection.
Three of the four accused were taken to jail and
Ernest Thomas fled into the
swamps. Sheriff Willis McCall put together a posse of
about 1,000 men, chased him
down and riddled his body
with bullets. King said that
one newspaper reported that
400 slugs were taken from
Thomas’ body.
King said Marshall was
told by advisors that there
was no way a black lawyer
could stand up in court and
question the word of a white
woman. There was no surer
way to turn the jurors against
him than to suggest that a
white woman was lying. Taking their advice, Marshall got
a white lawyer involved in
the case.
The defense team didn’t
question if she was raped,
but that she had identified
the wrong people. King said
they couldn’t even call in the
basic facts of her testimony
because it would have been
too explosive.
The prosecutor tried to
coax a witness into saying
that when Norma came into
the café where he was working with a torn dress and
hysterically crying. The
young man decided to tell
the truth that she came in

and sat down calmly for
about 15 minutes never mentioning anything about a rape
or abduction.
None of that mattered,
the Groveland Boys were
found guilty. Irvin and Shepherd were sentenced to the
electric chair and 16-year-old
Greenlee, because of his age,
was given mercy with life on
a chain gang. King stated
that Marshall said that’s how
you know the jury thought
your man was innocent, he
only got life.
Marshall knew he was
going to lose the case, so he
was ready to appeal.
“They might get run out
of town in these Southern
courts, but once Marshall
could get them in front of the
U.S. Supreme Court, he felt
that it would be a level playing field,” said King.
The Supreme Court
overturned Irvin and Shepherd’s appeal (Greenlee did
not appeal), and on the eve of
the retrial, McCall personally
went up to the Florida State
Prison in Raiford to pick the
two up. On the way back he
pretended to have a flat tire
and turned down a dirt road.
Spraying the two with
bullets, Sheppard was killed
instantly and Irvin miraculously survived and pretended to be dead. He heard
McCall on the radio saying
that he had got them.
McCall claimed that he
let the prisoners out to use

This photo was taken after McCall staged the
crime scene to make it look like he was
attacked by Irvin and Shepherd.

This was the image that haunted Marshall most.
It wasn’t the rope that was cutting into the
victim’s neck, or the bulging eyes or the bullet
holes; it was the face of these angelic white
children who got dressed up in their Sunday
best to pose around a dangling corpse.

Attorneys Paul Perkins Sr. and Jack Greenberg,
defendant Walter Irvin and special counsel
Thurgood Marshall at Irvin’s retrial in 1952.

Groveland Boys: Walter Irvin (middle), 16-yearold Charles Greenlee and Sam Sheppard (right).
This photo was taken three weeks after their
arrest as to allow the swelling and bruising to go
away after they were taken to the basement in
the Lake County courthouse and handcuffed to
pipes and beaten with hoses, fists and guns.

the bathroom and they overpowered him so he had to
shoot them. Once his deputy
arrived on the scene, he noticed that Irvin was still
breathing. He proceeded to
shoot him in the neck, and
bullet passed through and
lodged in the ground.
When the ambulance arrived to take McCall to the
hospital, it was then noticed
that Irvin was still alive. He
was transported to the hospital and once he regained
consciousness, he told a different story.
Irvin told Marshall, the
FBI, other lawyers, the police and a court stenographer that McCall made
them get out of the car and
opened fire on them. Since
five of the bullets had been
recovered, the FBI went
back to the scene to search
for number six. They found
it under a pool of Irvin’s
blood proving that he was
shot at close range.
“This is about as close as
you can get to a dash cam or
a cellphone. This is forensic
evidence of murder and attempted murder,” said King.
Despite the FBI’s damning report, Irvin was given
three weeks to heal and put
back on trial. He
was found guilty again
after turning down a deal
that would give him life in
prison if he would just admit
to raping the white woman.
If you would like to know

what happened next, you
will have to pick up the book.
King wanted the audience to
know that Marshall recognized the limits of the law.
He knew that there was only
so much that could be accomplished in a courtroom,
and at the end of the case he
started to use his influence
outside of the courts.
He organized the citrus
boycott, and got clergymen
to hire private investigators
to go down to Groveland and
got everyone in the community to sign a petition abolishing capital punishment.
They even got Norma and
her family to sign.
These were just a few
acts Marshall did outside of
the courtroom to effected
public opinion.
Marshall argued cases in
the South in antebellum
courtrooms with the Jim
Crow balconies knowing
that he would lose. However, what was important
was that the hundreds of
people in the balconies
would see an African American in a suit arguing the law,
King said.
“It gave them a glimpse
of what is possible and it
gave them hope. Even
though he knew he would
lose, he was inspiring people
across the county,” stated
King, who feels that this is
Marshall’s legacy.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
African American Graduates of
1975 14th annual Old School Dance
ST. PETERSBURG —
The African American
Graduates of 1975, Inc.
(AAG ‘75) held their 14th
annual Old School Dance
at the Ocean Palm Event
Hall, Sat., Feb. 13. The
near capacity crowd of
about 200 guests and
classmates partied with a
purpose. Funds raised
from the annual dance
supports the AAG ‘75
community service projects.
The evening held several highlights for the partygoers. Entertainment at
this year’s dance was provided by The Bus Stop
Band. Their rendition of
several chart topping hits
as well as old classics kept
the crowd on the dance
floor.
Sofia Forte Catering
provided a delicious array
of hors d’oeuvre that satisfied the appetite. The
amazing gift baskets offered during the raffle
had the winners smiling
with delight. The grand
prize, valued at over $300,
was won by Kristina
“Red” Rembert.
The newly elected officers for the current term
were presented and made
their public debut. The
new AAG ‘75 officers and
Standing
Committee
Chairs are:
Sandra Fletcher, Pres-

ident
Madge
Sanders
Cooks, Vice President
Bernita
Franklin,
Recording Secretary
Maude “Candy” McDonald, Corresponding
Secretary
Ralph
Ferguson,
Treasurer
Valerie Balloon, Asst.
Treasurer
Kenneth Davis, Parliamentarian
Patricia Davis, Sergeant-at-Arms
Shirley McCullough
Cromartie, Contact Person
Dena Walker, ChairFundraising
Denise O’Neal, ChairCommunity Affairs
Vinda Bacon Moore,
Co-Chair Community Affairs (Act Rec. Secretary)
As an organization,
the AAG ‘75 remains
united and believes in giving back to the community. During the year,
donations are given to
various
community
groups such as the youth
departments at local
churches, the annual
Back to School Bash, the
Angel Tree Ministry,
Next STEPP Pregnancy
Center, the senior citizens
program at Enoch Davis
Center and the Rosa Jackson Community Thanksgiving Dinner, just to

name a few.
In 2016, the AAG ‘75
plans to take their community service projects to
the next level with a
greater emphasis directed towards the youth
and education.
The next class meeting is Mon., Feb. 22 at 7
p.m. at the Enoch Davis
Community Center. For
additional AAG ‘75 information,
please
visit
www.theaag1975.com.
Like them on Facebook @
The African American
Graduates of 1975.
For more information
on the organization,
please contact Sandra
Fletcher at (727) 321-1034
or Ralph Ferguson at
(727) 386-6805.
AAG ’75 is a non-profit
organization comprised of
students who were in the
seventh
grade
at
16th Street or Southside
Junior High Schools during the 1969-70 school
year and scheduled to graduate from Gibbs High
School in 1975. When integration was implemented
for the 1971-72 school
year, they were subsequently separated and assigned to Boca Ciega,
Dixie Hollins, Gibbs, Lakewood, Northeast and St.
Petersburg High Schools.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family







  



 




  

  

 




  



 
 

    
  
   
  
    






Queen Street Church of God in Christ

 

  





 



 

  













Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.


 

 




 
  




 

 

      
  
  








 
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
   
10:30 a.m.
  





 





Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Victory Christian Center Church







Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356





   
 
  
 
 

  

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 





BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

 

 
   
    
   
  


      
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



YOUR Church Ad
Should Be HERE!
Contact:
727-896-2922

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship MBC
INVITATION SUNDAY
AT THE SHIP - The Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, which is often referred to as “THE SHIP”, will
hold their regular Worship
Sunday Services at 7:45 am,
10:45 am and Sunday Church
School at
9:30 am.
“WEDNESDAY IN THE
WORD” NOON DAY FROM
12:00 NOON UNTIL 1:00 PM
(THE BEST ONE HOUR OF
YOUR DAY) AND “PRAYER
& WEDNESDAY IN THE
WORD” AT 7:00 PM – THE
COMMUNITY IS WELCOMED TO JOIN US -YOU DON'T WANT TO
MISS ANY OF OUR
“WEDNESDAY IN THE
WORD” STUDIES IN GOD'S
WORD (EZRA, CHAPTER
NO. 1) AND HOW IT RELATES IN YOUR DAILY
WALK. The public is welcome to attend Sunday Services anytime – you will find
that all services place great
emphasis on our Savior Jesus
Christ and His loving atonement for all mankind. The
Pastor, Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,
Official Family and the entire
Church Family extend to you
a cordial invitation to join
“THE SHIP” in fellowship.
Continue in Prayer for the
Sick, Shut-in, Children,
Young People, Men/Women
in Uniform, and Bereaved
Families that dwell among us.
February at a glance
Black History Month. National Theme:
“Hallowed Grounds: Sites
of African-American Memories”

Florida's Theme:
“HONORING AFRICANAMERICAN HEROES, VETERANS, MILITARY, LAW
ENFORCEMENT
AND
FIRST RESPONDERS”
Fri., Feb. 19 AT 6:30 PM THE MOVIE 'WAR ROOM'
AT THE EVANGELISM
WORKSHOP – SIGN UP
SHEET ON INFORMATION
TABLE IN ATRIUM - Sat.,
Feb. 20 from 9 am until Noon
The Evangelism Workshop
and at 1 pm – Round-UP
Souls for Christ Walk – Sun.,
Feb. 21 – Evangelism RoundUP Sunday. The Community
is Welcomed! FREE REGISTRATION
Sat., Feb. 27 at 9 am -West
Coast 3rd Annual Laymen
Conference held at New Life
MBC, Pastor: Elder Errol
Thompson, 3239-3241 Old
Winter Garden Road, Suite
12, Orlando, Fla. / 10 am –
West Coast Women's Ministry, Women's Conference
held at St. Mark MBC, Pastor: Correggio Reaves, 7221
Sherrill St., Port of Tampa,
Fla. (Transportation Sign-up
Sheets are located on the Information Table) Wednesday
Nights at 7 pm - YOUTH ENRICHMENT IS BACK : WE
NEED TEACHERS, DRIVERS AND OTHER VOLUNTEERS = IT DOES TAKE A
VILLAGE – If your Child or
Children need to be PICKED
UP, please contact the
Church
Office
before
Wednesday at 3 pm.
Thought for the Week:
The term "the black church"
evolved from the phrase "the

St. Mark MBC
Negro church," the title of a
pioneering sociological study
of African American Protestant churches at the turn of
the century by W.E.B. Du
Bois. In its origins, the phrase
was largely an academic category. Many African Americans did not think of
themselves as belonging to
"the Negro church," but
rather described themselves
according to denominational
affiliations
such
as
Methodist, Baptist, Presbyterian, and even "Saint" of the
Sanctified tradition. African
American Christians were
never monolithic; they have
always been diverse and their
churches highly decentralized.
Don't let “THE SHIP” sail
without YOU! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, 3300 31st
Street South, St. Petersburg,
Florida 33712, Church Office: (727) 906-8300 E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”:
Visit Our Website:
www.fmbctheship.net
&
CLICK on the PASTOR'S
IMAGE at the top of the
Page. Also, USTREAM - Visit
West Coast Baptist District
Association Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727)
906-8300 – MONDAY – FRI.
FROM 9 AM - 3 PM.

Pastor’s Corner

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

A better way to use the
words, I AM
I AM is permanent, it is
essential that we never attach
the words, I AM, to anything
that is not permanent. We are
never to associate the words;
I AM, with anything that is
not eternal. For example,
many people say, I am sick, to
describe the feelings of discomfort or pain that they may
be experiencing. They also
use the phrase, I am sick, to
express a diagnosis or prognosis that they have received
from a doctor.
In reality, the I AM is not
sick. I AM is the spiritual part
or God part of us. God is not
sick and has never been sick,
nor is the I AM of our being
sick. It is better to say that I
feel sick because feelings are
temporary. Feelings fade.
Saying I feel sick, reminds us
that this is not a permanent

condition but a temporary experience. Describing sickness as a feeling, renews our
minds about the truth that I
AM healed and this sickness
did not come to stay, it is just
passing through my body (I
Peter 2:24).
I AM is our true nature as
spiritual beings, therefore,
we must never say the words,
I AM broke. We are not
broke. We are perfect, whole
and complete. Broke is not
the state of our being. Although “Brokenness” is a
popular gospel song, it is not
what God desires for us nor
are we to desire it for ourselves.
Who desires to live in a
constant state of brokenness?
If we say, I AM broke, then
the universe match our
words with through the man-

ifestation of broken relationships, broken equipment,
broken bones, etc. If we are
having a financial challenge,
it is better to say, I AM in between blessings. In between
blessings means that blessings have manifested before
and blessings will manifest
again. In fact, blessings are
manifesting right here and
right now. Another way to
describe our financial challenge is I AM in anticipation
of the manifestation of my
blessings. This affirmation
speaks more of the truth of
what’s happening and what
we desire (Psalms 37:4). The
truth is I AM prosperity, increase, abundance, overflow
and more than enough.
Let’s pay close attention
to our words and use the
term, “I AM” carefully!

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central core, the belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a
lost world hungry and thirsty
for the word of God. At St.
Mark, we as a body of believers are Christians willing to
work and partner in unity,
praising God for the awesome
gift of His son, Jesus Christ.
Events for February
Feb 20 - Body Builders

Ministry Bingo Party – 5-7 p.m.
Fun, Food and Fellowship!
Feb 21 - Right hand of Fellowship during 10:45 a.m.
Worship Service
Feb 22 -Church Outing:
First Baptist Institutional
Church Celebrating their Pastor’s Anniversary
Feb 27 -Senior Women
Ministry #2 (WOW): Evangelism in the Park
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come out
and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5 p.m. Members

and the general public are invited to come out to study the
Bible with us, and learn “What
Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2-4 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening: 7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month: 7:30 p.m.

10th Street Church of God
The installation of Rev.
Carl A. Mobley, Sr. as pastor of
10th Street Church of God will
be held on Feb. 21, at 4 p.m.
The installation service will be
officiated by Dr. J. Curtis Eubanks, Pastor, Community
Church of God, Ft. Lauderdale

and Bishop Thomas Scott, Pastor, 34th Street Church of God,
Tampa. Everyone is cordially
invited to join the congregation
of 10th Street Church of God
to witness and celebrate this
wonderful occasion. Pastor
Mobley humbly accepted the

duties of pastor in December,
2014 and prior to that he
served as Assistant Pastor for
five years. The church looks
forward to growing and progressing under his able leadership. The church is located at
207 10th St. N, St. Petersburg.

Calvary’s 2016 Family & Friends Day
Mt.
Calvary
M.B.
Church under the pasturage
of Dr. Deborah R. Green will
be hosting their 2016 Family
and Friends Day celebration.
This event will be held on
Sunday February 28 at 10:45
a.m. CALVARY is very excited to have Pastor Kevin
Hobbs of “But Now” Fellowship of Tampa Florida as the
Guest Speaker.
Pastor Hobbs played
NFL Football for the Seattle
Seahawks, Detroit Lions and
retired in 2011 from the
Miami Dolphins. As an accounting major from Auburn
State University, Pastor
Hobbs was able to start his
own tax preparation company while playing professional football. This allowed
him the opportunity to provide services for his community and offer information in

regards to how to file taxes
correctly and how to budget
finances.
Currently, Pastor Hobbs
serves as a senior accountant with the company of
Price Waters House Coopers. He is happily married to
his high school sweetheart
Shayla and they have two
wonderful children Kadyn
and Dillon.
“CALVARY” is looking to
have a high time in the Lord.
The Theme for this celebration is: FAMLY VALUES
and the scripture is, NIV – I
Timothy 5:1-8. Services will
be held on the lawn campus
of Mt. Calvary M.B. Church
2321 Hartford St. S.
Dinner will be served immediately after service and
bar-b-que by Sam Conyers
will be the featured item on
the menu. There will also be

fun and games for the young
people and the movie WAR
ROOM will be shown in the
church sanctuary. Please
come and share in this AWESOME worship and fun experience with us.
For more information
please contact Sis. Keshia
Long-Watson or Sis. Tamika
Thomas at 727-459-1309. We
look forward to seeing you
there.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
KAPPA Valentine’s dance highlights community service
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The brothers of Kappa
Alpha Psi Alumni Chapter
hosted their annual Valentine’s Weekend Dance at
the historic Manhattan
Casino last Sat., Feb. 13.
The weekend celebration
put on by the fraternity
supports the Guide Right
Program (GRP) for young
men in the community.

Seersucker suits and
white linen filled the
Grand Ballroom as guests
streamed in to begin the
Valentine’s weekend by
supporting a community
service project.
GRP provides educational and occupation
guidance for young men.
This inspirational and informational
program
helps builds character for
high schools and colleges
students alike.
Kelvin George and

Jerome Tellis, chairmen of
the event, emphasized
that GRP provides much
needed counseling regarding career choices,
which will help these
young men aim higher to
“realize lives of usefulness.”
Emcee Maurice Harris
welcomed guests to the
formal affair. To kick off
the event, the audience
was entertained by dancer
Valencia Baxter and
singer Armando Jackson.

Fashion designer Audrey “Pat” McGhee and
her models were the featured entertainment with
a fashion show entitled
RIP the Runway-n-Style.
The talented cast of models who transformed a
portion of the ballroom
into a catwalk were
Morelle Momo Thomas,
Nikki Davis, Gwen Fields,
Amaya Watkins, Eleanith
Ramos, Jessliam Nitz, Will
Lawson, Kari, Shepard
and Omarra.

African attire, formal
wear and business apparel
were
made
possible
through the sponsorship
of Reader’s Choice Bookstore and Allied Alterations.
After
dinner
was
served, Michael Clarke,
polemarch of the fraternity, asked the brothers to
form a semi-circle with
their life partners. The
men presented their special ladies with a stemmed
red rose symbolizing not

only Valentine’s Day but a
lifelong commitment of
love and devotion.
The program culminated with dancing to celebrate and usher in the
love holiday weekend with
music provided by St. Petersburg’s own master
mixer Glenn DJ Bake
Baker.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com

